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)JECLARATION 


To all His Loving Subjects for 


Liberty of Conſcience, 


JAMES R. 
YÞ T having pleaſed Almighty God-not only to. 

' bring Us to the Imperial Crown of theſe 
Kingdoms through the greateſt Difficulties, 

AV . but to preſerve Us by a more than, ordinary 
i Providence upon the Throne of Our Royal 
EE ESERS Anceſtors, There is nothing now: that. We 
tes þ\ HNLISNHASES {0 carneſtly deſire, as to Eſtabliſh Our Go- 
BE WES yernment on ſuch a Foundation, as may 
8 2 make Our Subjects happy, and unite them 

_ _toUsby Inclination as well as Duty ; Which 
We think can be done by no Means ſo effeCtually, as by Granring to 
them the free Exerciſe of their Religion for the Time to come, and 
add that to the perfe& enjoyment of their Property, which has ne- 
ver been in any Caſe Invaded by Us ſince Our coming to the Crown . 
which being the two Things Mien vaiue _— ſhall ever be preſerv-. 
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Reign over them, as the trueſt Methods 

. We cannot but teartily wiſh, as ir 

- Ul the People of Our Dominions were 

| _ -ureh, yet We humbly thank Almighty 
] + ,., ©. 8 been Qurconſtant Senſe and Opinion 
(which upon diverſe Occafions We have Dechred) That Conkidnce 
' ought nat to be confiryince, aor Peopke forced in Matters of meer 
- Religion : It has eyer been iced contrary to Our Inclination, as 
We think it is to the Interelt of Goyergment, which it deſtroys by 
Spoiling Trade, Depopulating Countrics, agd Diſcouraging Stran- 
gers ; and finally, So It NEVEE obmeT the End, for which it was 
employed : And in this Weare the moxe confirmed by the Refleftions 
We have made upon the Conduct of the Four laſt Reigns. For after 
all the frequent and Prefling, Endeavors that were uted in each of 
them, to reduce this Kingdom to an exact Conformity in Religion, 
It 15 viſible the Succeſs has nor anſwered the Deſign, and that the Dit- 
ficulty is invincible. We therefore out of Our Princely Care and 
AﬀeCtion unto all our Loving Subjetts, that they may live at Eaſe and 
Quiet, znd for the increaſs of Trade, and encouragement of Strangers, 
have thought fit by virtue of Our Royal Prerogative, to Iſſue forth 
| this Our Declaration of Indulgence; making no. dpubs. of the Con- 
Ccurrence of Our Two Houſes of Parliament, when We ſhall think it 


convenient for them to Meet. ; | : 

In the firſt Place We do Declate, That We will Prote&t and Maintain 
Tur Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, and Clergy, and all other Our Subje&ts of 
the Church of Erg/ard, 1n the free Exerciſe of their Religion, as by 
Law Eſtabliſhed, and ig, the quiet and full Enjoyment ofalitheir Pol: 
ſeſſions, withowuit"any; MyRfpciog or, Dſtuthagce whatſoever. 

V Ve 6 likewiſe Bechre; Thit it" is'our RoyaF VVill and Pleaſure, 
That from henceforth the Execution of all and all manner of Penal 
Laws in Matters Eccleſiaſtical, for not coming to Church, or not Re- 
ceiving the Sacrament, or for any other Tyqn-conformityrro hegRe- 
ligion Eſtabliſhed, or for or by reaſon ob the Exercif GFRelivida in 
any manner whatſoever. he immediately Suſpended ; And.the fur, 
cher Execurion ofthe Lf Pepal Lay's and every of them is hereby 

"Abd to the.cnd that bythe Liberty hereby Granted, the Peace and 
Security of Our Goyerngent ip the Prattige thereof:may not: been: 
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angered, We have, thought fir, and dg hereby firaitly*Charge and 
:ommand all Our Loving Subjects, That as We do freely give them 
Leave to Meet and'Serve God after their own V Vay and Manner, be it 
in private Houſes, or t laces purpoſely. Hired or Built tor that uſe; So 
that they take eſpecial care,' that nothing be Preached or Taught a- 
nonglt them which may any ways tend to Alienate the Heacts of 
Jur People from Us or Our Government: ; And that their Meetings 
and Ailemblies be peaceably, openly, and publickly held, and all 
Verſons freely admitted to. them 3 And. that they do fignifie and 
mak 


(.F? 
make. known-to ſome one or more- of the next Juſtices of the Peace, 
what Place or Places they ſet apart for t5ſe ulcs. 

And that all Our Subjets may enjoy fuch their Religious Afſerg- 
blies with greater Affurance and. Protection, VWe have thought it 
Requiſite, and do hereby. Command,. That no Diſturbance of any 
kind be made or given unto them, under Pain ofour Difpleaſure, and 
to be further proceeded againſt with the uttermolt Severity. 

And foraſmuchas We are deſirous to have the Benefe of the Ser- 
vice of all Our Loving Subjects, which by the Law of Nature 1s infe- 
parably annexedto,and inherent in Our Royal Perſon ; And that none 
of Our Subjects may for the future be under any Dilcouragement or 
Diſability (whoare otherwiſe well inclined and fic to Serve Us) by 
reaſon ot ſome Oathsor Teſts, that have been uſually Adminiitred 
on ſuch Occaſions : We do hereby further Declare, "That it is Our 
Royal VVill and Pleaſure , That the Oaths commonly called, The 
Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance, and allo the ſeveral Teits and De- 
clarations mentioned in the Acts of Parliament made in the 25th and 
zoth Years of the Reign of Our late Royal Brother King Charles the 
Second, ſhall notatany time hereafter” be required to be Taken, De- 
clared, or Subſcribed by any.Perſon or Perlons whatſoever, who is 
or ſhall be Employed in any Office or Place of Truf, either Civil or 
Military ,. under Us. or in- Our Government. And- Y Ve do-further 
Declare it to be Our Pleaſure and Intention from time to time here- 
after, to Grant Qur Royal Diſpenſations under Our Great Seal to all 
Our Loving Subjects ſo to be Employed, who ſhall not take- the faid 
Oaths, or Subſcribe or Declare the ſaid Teſts or Declarations in the 
abovementioned Acts and every of them. 

And to the end that all Our Loving SubjeAs may receive and en- 
joy the full Benefit and Advangager at Our Gracious Indulgence here. 
by intended, agony be.Acquitted and Diſcharged from all Pains, 
Penalties; Forfeitares, and 'Diſzbilities by* then or any of thenv itt- 
curredor forfeited, or whiclt they fhall'or itay at anyrittre hereafter 
be liable to, for or by reaſon of their Non-conformity, or the Exer- 
ciſe of their Religion, and from all Suits, Troubles, or Diſturbances 
for the ſame : We do hereby give Our Free- and Ample Pardon unto 


| © all Non-conformiſts, Recuſants, andother Our Loving Subje&s, for 


all Crimes and Things by them committed or done contrary to the 
Fenal Laws formerly- made relating-to-Rehgionandthe-Protefhion. or 
Exercife thereof, Hereby Declaring, That this Our Royal Pardon 
and Indempnity ſhattbeasGoodrand” Effectual to all Intents and Pur: 
poſes, as if every Individual Perſon had been therein particularly na- 
med, or had particular Pardons under our Great Seal, which VVe do 
likewiſe Declare ſhall from time to time be Granted unto any Perſon 
or Perſons deſiring the ſame: Willing and Requiring Our Judges, 
Tuſtices, and other Officers, tertake Notice off and Obey Our Royal 
VVill and Pleaſure herein befoxt- Declared; mg 

And 


(4) 
Andalthough the Freedom and Aſſurance We have hereby given in' 
relation to Religion and Property, might be ſufficient to remove from 
- the Minds of Our Loving Subje&tsall Fears and Jealouſics in relation to 
either ; yet We have thought fit further to Declare, That We will 
Maintain them in all their Properties and Poſſeſſions, as well of 
Church and Abby-Lands, as in any other their Lands and Properties 

. whatſoever. 


* Gever at Onr Court at Whitehall the Forrgh Day of April, 1687. De 
the Third Year of Our Reigs. 
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25y His Majeſties ſpecial Command. 
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